My expeniences of the chalats on Otley Chewin

My name is Paul Abbott and my family owned a small green chazel on Otley Chevin near 1o tne
White house in the late sixties and early seventies, We didn't call [t a chalet - we called It the green
hut! Because that was what it was. It was packed with camp beds and board games

| used fo visit the green hut through the summer holidays when | was no more ihan about nine or
ben years of age. | would travel on my DiCycse from Chapel Allerton in Leeds to Otley and would
moan subsequently to my mother that | could never make ing final push up the chevin-si0e without
having to get off and push my bike. | would often go to the green hut for @ weex at a ime...on my
own!! Not the sort of thing that would be looked on to kindly this day and age - but for me ihey were
adventures of a lifetime. | would have & few quid in my pocket that my mother had given me for
bread, milk and eggs. Every couple of days | would head down 10 Otiey to replenish my larder. bul
for the rest of the time | would play in the woods on the chevin-side. | knew every nook and cranny
every faflen tree and large rock. The White House was fairly close to the green hut and | think was
derelict at that time_ It was a place that | used to steer clear of. | remember that the chalets were
officially weekend only facilities ~ so being there on my own during the week was breaking Ihe rules

and required stealth and cunning in my comings and goings - facts that increased the sense of
adveniure

| would cook on & camping stove and collect water from a spring that came out of a pipe twenty or
thirty yards below our hut on the chevin side. Sometimes | would walk Up 1o The top of the chewvin
and spend hours just looking down on Otiey trying o identify the places | knew Other times | would
sit in the green hut sheltenng from the rain and read Comics and Dooks On a night time | would put
on & paraffin lamp and feel snug and cosy all alone on the cnevin sice listening (o the nignt ime
sounds in the woods

Then one day my mother toid ma that the green huts were being pulled down and that | could no
longer go on my adventures. | don't even remember refuming 10 collect ine board games and books
and comics. Suddenly il was all over
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Fands-off Chevin
trees says Otley
Council
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mature conifars and hardwooda,

Askad by Coun, K. Wood what
the applicants mesnt by “silvi-
aalture,” the olark replled that
they probably wanbed to ¢ash<in
on the sals of tha timbar.

He sald the Council's {orestar
Lad inspected the plantation and
had recommended that the appll-
oation sbhould be rajected. '
It was agresd to follow the
forester's recommendution wnd to
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inform thae Ray and Fitaroy Fa-| S8E

In 1972, the owners
of the property (the
Trustees of Ray and
Fitzroy) decided to
put the buildings and
land up for sale
following the refusal
by Otley Urban

| District Council to

allow the felling of
trees in the White
House plantation.
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In 1973 the White House buildings, together with some surrounding areas of land were
purchased by the Sam Chippendale Foundation. Sam Chippendale was a former estate
agent and a successful property developer, well known for establishing the Arndale
Shopping Centres in the 1960’s with his partner Arnold Hagenbach. He was originally

from Otley and was keen that the people of Otley should benefit from his good fortune.
He conveyed the plots into public ownership so that the Chevin would be safeguarded

for future access and recreation.

It seems that by 1976 there were concerns about
how parts of the Chevin seemed neglected and
this probably led to the formation of a Job
Creation Scheme in August 1976.
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In December 1976 an outline
planning application was
submitted by the Sam
Chippendale Foundation to
erect three detached houses
to a vacant site at White
House Farm, Johnny Lane.
However, this was refused
by Otley Town Council in
February 1977.

2imd July 1977, Wharfedale & Alredale Observer
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The Chevin Job Creation Scheme came to
an end in August 1977. During the year it
existed, the trainees were using the White
House for meals, shelter and storage of

equipment. At this time the White House
was semi-derelict and unoccupied.
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In 1977 Leeds City Council were able to purchase the
property from the Sam Chippendale Foundation for
£15,000. This money was then used to help pay for the
Chippendale Swimming Pool at Prince Henry’s School in
Otley. Plans were made for the future development and
use of the White House building and surrounding land.
Work eventually commenced in 1979 under the
direction of Keith Rawling, the Head Forester.

“There happens to be on the central
slope on the Chevin, an establishment
known as the White House. It is the
shell of a former dwelling and
attached cow house, although at
present dilapidated and in need of
major renovation, there are several
factors that would justify its
refurbishing as an interpretative
centre.”

Writing prior to the purchase of the White House by
Leeds City Council, Keith Rawling recognised the need
for an interpretation centre for the newly expanding
country park as it grew from the Danefield Estate (on
the other side of East Chevin Road) to include the land
around Surprise View and the White House, which was
known by local people as “The Chevin”. This doubled
the size of the land area and became more recently
known as “Chevin Forest Park”,
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In 1979, refurbishment
| work was underway.

. The timber beams and '
lintels were made from oak ‘
trees felled in the woods
above the White House and
the floor boards from
spruce trees sourced from a
local timber merchant in
Addingham (W Brear &

Sons). Keith Rawling did
much of the decorative
work with an adze tool.
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Following the extensive renovation and rebuilding, the White House
was finally opened to the public as an Interpretative Centre for
Chevin Forest Park in 1980, with not one, but two opening
ceremonies. A Birch tree was planted to the west of the White

House to mark the occasion.

'WHITE HOUSE IS
/BACK IN BUSINESS
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Inside the White House were a number of rooms open to the public that included a typical Dales
%ﬁ—"‘:‘;”- farmhouse kitchen, displays about the Chevin’s wildlife and history, and a shop, as well as office
8 ¥ space on the first floor for the Countryside Rangers.




The former outbuildings of the farm were demolished and the
stone from the original barn and hayloft was reused to build
the single storey cafe. The Field Studies Centre (now the
Education Building) was built using additional stone from a
coach house next to Manby House.

Keith Rawling purchased a Silver Fir from Brears saw mill that
was grown on the estate of Princess Diana’s father. This single
tree was made into all the tables and seats in the cafe. Timber
| for the outside seating area and some inside benches was
sourced from Empire Ladders on Kirkstall Road, which used
very good quality Douglas Fir,




One day a lady named Philippa Boast was passing and, seeing
the work in progress, she asked if she could paint a mural on
the wall in the cafe. Keith Rawling suggested a mural of trees,
rocks and animals that could be seen on the Chevin. Philippa
completed the mural for the opening of the cafe on the 29th of
May, 1982.

The cafe was run successfully by Margaret Poole until 1995,
At this time a new cafe on East Chevin Road (the Cheerful
Chilli/Rambler’s Tea Rooms) opened, which was in a better
position for visitors coming by car and using the Shawfield car
'+ parks. The White House cafe did re-open for a short while in
. 1997, but it became the subject of a debate for an alternative
use if a commercial cafe could not work.

After being used as office space for a local outdoor activity
charity, the White House cafe once more became a tea room
serving food in 2008, but this time being run by Leeds City
Council’s Adult Services as a social enterprise and doubling
up as a visitor centre.







It was designed for use by local schools and other organised
groups such as the summer playschemes and the environmental
& family club, Chevin Wildlife WATCH Group
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A programme of events, *incl.uding
guided walks, was established and
many school parties, groups and

L' individuals visited the site.
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Today the White House is used by Leeds City Council staff
as a base from which to manage Chevin Forest Park.

i In 2008 the Education Building was upgraded into a more accessible
building by improving the wheelchair ramp, installing an overhead
hoist in the toilet changing room, creating kitchen facilities and
resurfacing part of the courtyard to the front of the White House to
allow wheelchairs to more easily navigate the cobbled stones. At
this time the track leading up from Johnny Lane was resurfaced to
allow easier access for minibuses bringing groups of people with

*. . disabilities to enjoy this wonderful outdoor experience.
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